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In July 2016 the Northern Ireland Executive published an Action Plan setting out 38 

actions it would take to address some of the most difficult issues which continue to disrupt 

peaceful and democratic society, in particular, the issues of continued paramil itary 

activity, criminality and organised crime.  

This plan seeks to achieve four ambitious outcomes; a society where citizens and 

communities feel safe and confident; where paramilitarism has no place; where the public 

support and have even more confidenc e in the justice system; and where those who wish 

to move away from paramilitary activity and structures are supported to do it.    

The Executive Office has responsibility for delivery of Action B4 of the Executive Action 

plan through the Communities in Tr ansition project, which aims to support eight areas 

where there has been a history of paramilitary activity and coercive control to transition 

into open and accessible communities where paramilitary activity no longer plays a role.  

The Tackling Paramilita rism Programme Board, which oversees delivery of the Executive 

Action Plan, commissioned independent research which identified the eight areas of focus 

for this project that have been most impacted by paramilitary activity and associated 

criminality. The r eport will focus on Brandywell and Creggan in Derry/Londonderry .  

In September 2017, we appointed a Consortium, led by Co -operation Ireland in 

partnership with the Mitchell Institute (QUB), INCORE (Ulster University) and the 

Institute for Conflict Research (ICR) as Strategic Partner to develop a two -phase project 

to build capacity to support transition within these communities.  

A partnership approach sits at the very heart of this project; we recognise that delivery on 

the ground needs to include t hose people who are most affected by these issues.  

Phase 1 of the project consisted of extensive consultation with local communities and key 

stakeholders in each of the areas. This report provides a summary of the findings from 

Phase 1 and our proposed nex t steps as we move forward .  

We recognise and value the extensive range of important and often challenging work that 

has already been undertaken by individuals and groups at local level in tackling these 

issues. This project gives us the opportunity to fur ther drive forward with a new and 

innovative approach to tackling paramilitary activity and we look forward to continuing 

to work alongside the communities involved, who are often best placed to propose and 

deliver solutions to the problems they face.  

 

The  Executive Office, in partnership with the Communities in Transition 

Consortium  

 

Foreword 
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It has been twenty years since our society  said YES to peace. 

Although much has change d, there are still many 

challenges as we continue to transition into a peaceful 

society.    

The Executiveõs Action Plan on Tackling Paramilitary 

Activity, Criminality and Organised Crime recognizes the 

role communities must play in tackling paramilitarism by 

developing a culture sympathetic to the rule of law and 

addressing the systemic issues that these groups seek to 

exploit. Lawfulness is binding on all, extending across 

communities, the justice system and statutory agencies.  

Many of the actions within the plan seek to promote culture 

of lawfulness across society.  

 

ACTION B4 

seeks to provide 

programmes to build 

community capacity so that 

they can move beyond the 

coercive control and malign 

influence of groups 

involved in criminality.  As 

such, Action B4 will 'Support 

ambitious initiatives 

aimed at building 

capacity in communities 

in transition, including 

through developing 

partnership across civil 

society and across 

community divisions.' 

Introduction  

OUR AREAS OF FOCUS: 

¶ Antiville and Kilwaughter in Larne together 

with Northland and Castlemara in 

Carrickfergus   

¶ Brandywell and Creggan in 

Derry/Londonderry 

¶ Kilcooley (Clandeboye 2&3 SOA) and 

Rathgill (Conlig 3 SOA)  in North Down 

¶ Drumgask and Kilwilkie in Lurgan 

¶ Lower Falls, Twinbrook, Poleglass, Upper 

Springfield, Turf Lodge and Ballymurphy in 

West Belfast 

¶ New Lodge and Greater Ardoyne in North 

Belfast   

¶ Shankill (upper and lower, including 

Woodvale) in West Belfast   

¶ The Mount and Ballymacarrett in East 

Belfast  

 

Between November 2017 and March 2018, the CIT 

consortium conducted an engagement process in 

each of the selected eight areas as part of the phase 

1 of the project.  

The process included a desk-based review of the 

locality in conjunction with interviews and focus 

groups with a range of stakeholders in each area, 

including services providers, community groups, 

faith -based groups, elected representatives, the 

business sector, residents and others.  

 

THIS REPORT REFLECTS THE MAIN 

FINDINGS THAT EMERGED FROM THE 

FIELDWORK AND THE PROPOSED NEXT 

STEPS. 
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The information presented in this document represents the views and 

suggestions expressed by the participants in Phase 1 of the project.  We 

are conscious that there will be other views and perspectives on the 

document and the purpose of the publication is to stimulate discussion and 

promote debate  on issues that are of utmost importance to the continuing 

development of  your community. In addition, as stakeholder conversations 

took place over a limited period of 3 -4 months, it was not possible to speak 

to everyone within the community.  

With this in mind, it should be noted that the suggested interventions are 

therefore not funding commitments but the starting point for continued 

dialogue on the possible options moving forward.  

Outline 

The first section of this report presents an outline profile of the area, the 

headline findings from the fieldwork and the relevant context for 

successful transition in the area. The second part of the report provide s a 

detailed thematic description of the findings and possible solutions as 

suggested by various participants. Although each area is unique, seven 

common themes arose as the major issues regarding building community 

capacity for transition ð Community safety and policing; Young people; 

Health and well -being; Environment and culture; Co mmunity 

development; Restorative justice and restorative practices and; Personal 

transition. The final section outlines  the next steps in the project and the 

timeline for their implementation.  
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Area Profile  and 

H eadline F indings 

 



 

6 

 

 

 

 

Area Profile of  Brandywell and Creggan 

in Derry/Londonderry   

Politics  

The Brandywell and Creggan areas are within the Foyle constituency area used for Parliamentary and 

Assembly elections. The constituency is represented by Elisha McCallion MP (Sinn Féin) along with the 

two Sinn Féin, two SDLP and one DUP MLAs elected in 2017. The areas are located within The Moor 

District Electoral Area (DEA) of Derry & Strabane District Council. In 2014 The Moor DEA elected three 

councillors from Sinn Féin, one SDLP and one Independent.  

 

Crime Statistics: REPORTED crime in September 2017  

(The provided police statistics are for the entire Strand Road Policing District )  

 

 

 

Total 861 

Anti -social behaviour (ASB)  371  

Theft  40  

Burglary  14  

Criminal damage & arson  82  

Drugs  43  

Possession of weapons  3 

Public order  17  

Robbery  0  

Shoplifting  42  

Vehicle crime  21  

Violence & sexual offences  211  

Other crime  17  

 


