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EZine 21       2nd October 2020      
    
    
     
YouthPact have compiled some links to resources, training and tips for our new working from home life for your information.  If you have something to share with your Peace4Youth colleagues, send these to our administrator Seana Carmichael (Scarmichael@cooperationireland.org) and we can compile a further e-newsletter.   
   
 
Research Shows Covid-19 Pandemic Impacting Most Severely on ‘At Risk’ Youth in Ireland 
Independent research published by the National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) (28.09.20), shows young people who were already deemed ‘most at risk’ became the most disconnected from youth services and supports as a result of Covid-19. That’s the headline finding of the NYCI commissioned review of the youth work sector response to the COVID-19 pandemic: the methodologies used to support young people, the limitations and recommendations to take forward. A summary report has been produced which provides an infographic overview of the research. The full report can be accessed using the link below.
youth.ie/documents/review-of-the-youth-work-sector-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/


Understanding, Inclusion and Participation: A manifesto for policy and practice with young people with autism spectrum conditions
This article by Breda Friel and Jane Hickey looks at emerging trends and developments across the Community Youth work sector which resulted in the organising of a Community Youth Work Practice and Autism Spectrum Conditions conference in January 2020. This paper represents the distillation of themes from the conference and a manifesto for policy and practice that includes and engages young people with autism spectrum conditions.
https://sites.google.com/view/youth-work-dialogue-ni/critical-voice-articles 


Charting attitudal change in Northern Ireland: The importance of eliciting the views of young people
This article discusses findings of long running surveys from 2003 on how young people may be disillusioned with formal political processes, they want to be involved in (re)shaping the societies in which they live. An important feature of the surveys is the inclusion of both one-off questions that reflect specific social or political change or areas of interest and questions asked annually or regularly. In the case of Northern Ireland, the inclusion of these time-series questions is of particular significance. With the emergence of a more peaceful society, getting a sense of how/if the strategies to improve good relations and create a more ‘shared society’ are resulting in attitudinal change is crucial.
https://sites.google.com/view/youth-work-dialogue-ni/critical-voice-articles#h.cwprswi30bj5 


Helping Children Cope with Uncertain Times 
This article published in The Conversation suggests that one way to help children respond constructively to future existential threats is by teaching them philosophy. The article proposes that in the face of uncertainty, critical thinking skills that can assist with ethical decision making and reasoned argumentation are vital.  
https://theconversation.com/how-philosophy-can-help-children-cope-with-uncertain-times-140122 
 

A moment to think of friendship  
Pádraig Ó Tuama is a poet from Cork and based on Belfast– some of you will know Pádraig from his work in Corrymeela and in various voluntary and community groups over the last 20 years.  He writes and presents a poetry Podcast called Poetry Unbound, this episode lasts just over 6 mins.  It is a pause in the midst of the business and busyness of life and hopefully a lovely reminder of a friend that you have or the friend you are to someone.   A transcript of the episode is also available if you’d like to use any of the material for reflecting on friendship with the young people you are working with.
https://onbeing.org/programs/a-poem-for-how-friendship-endures/


Digital youth work resources
The below link has lots of information regarding practical activities, good practice guidance, some training materials that have been developed to build the capacity of the youth work sector to deliver high-quality youth work in a digital age.
https://www.digitalyouthwork.eu/


Zoom 
This link has up to date zoom training resources, updates on privacy and security on zoom,  resources for teaching on zoom, best practices for virtual events and for working remotely. You can also register for webinars to learn some new zoom skills.
https://zoom.us/docs/en-us/covid19.html 


Practical tools and information for the reopening of youth sector activities
The tools on this webpage will provide practical information and tools to support the reopening of youth sector activities across a variety of contexts and settings.
You can access the formal guidance from the National Youth Agency here.
Working in partnership both UK Youth and the National Youth Agency have developed templates for you to use to support your planning, risk assessments and decision making.  You must only re-open provision if you are confident you can do so safely. The law on social distancing is subject to constant change and you must check the NYA website to confirm the current ‘readiness level’ and current ‘permitted activity’. 
https://youthworksupport.co.uk/ 

 
Just for fun  
Visual illusions  How many colours are present in the image? (Answer in next Ezine) 
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YouthPact do not necessarily endorse any of the materials or links in this ezine.    
If you would prefer not to receive our newsletter please email STOP and your name in the subject heading to scarmichael@cooperationireland.org    
    
This project is supported by the European Union’s PEACE IV Programme managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB)    
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